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Doctoral Programs in Teaching and Learning

TAL 613. Prescriptive Teaching of Exceptional Students. 3 Credit Hours.
Techniques for individualization of instruction for exceptional students, including educational prescription, and curriculum adaptation. Components: LEC. Grading: GRD. Typically Offered: Fall.
TAL 614. Assessment in Special Education. 3 Credit Hours.
A survey of assessment instruments used to assess and evaluate exceptional students in inclusive and special education settings. Emphasis is on assessments for students in K-12 settings with a range of academic, linguistic, and cultural challenges in becoming proficient learners. Graduate students will complete a research paper using APA writing format. This will be an intensive, 600 level course specifically designed for students taking the Master's degree in Education and Social Change. The main thrust of the course will be to link theory and research on personal, organizational, and collective well-being with educational success and school reform. Well-being is a positive state of affairs, brought about by the simultaneous satisfaction of personal, relational, organizational, and community needs. In this course we will examine the signs, sources, and strategies of well-being in individuals, relationships, organizations and communities. The course will focus on applications of theory and research to the well-being of students, parents, teachers, and schools. We will explore the organizational well-being of schools and the policy changes needed to improve the linkages between community development and educational success of children living in poverty. Some of the questions that will be explored in the course include: What is well-being? How is your personal well-being related to the well This graduate seminar focuses on learning concepts and practices in and out of formal (school) instructional settings. People learn across a variety of places and over their entire lifespans; much of this learning is elective or interest-driven, in the sense that people voluntarily engage in activity in order to learn. In this we course, we consider how learning is organized within and across a variety of informal settings, including state and national parks, museums, theater organizations, zoos, aquariums, sports teams, one-on-one performance coaching, after school programs, nonprofit community centers, in families or home environments, in virtual or online social spaces, and even in interactions between medical personnel and their clients. This course will include ties to sociocultural theories of development and learning as applied to out-of-school, informal contexts.
The course provides a review of new empirical research and an overview of theoretical approaches to learning that can be used to analyze informal learning environments. The course will involve theoretical and empirical readings with group discussion, but also visits from and to people who are involved in learning in informal settings. Components: LEC. Grading: GRD. Typically Offered: Fall, Spring, & Summer.
TAL 709. Applied Research and Development in Learning SciencesSeminar I. 1-3 Credit Hours.
Students define and conceptualize a group-based project on learning within their particular employment settings. Groups will develop and implement a plan for a well-focused first effort. The project and its results may be submitted as a digital artifact making use of multiple media in a single language (such as English, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese or Chinese) by a team where that language was used to implement the plan and where its use will facilitate the project's completion. Each individual member of the team submits a paper defining their unique contributions to the project in such a way that it is clear that the work built upon and drew from course work in the Learning Sciences. Individual contributions must be substantive and should be complementary. Projects must be approved by advisor before it is implemented; if a language other than English will be employed, it must also be approved by faculty who will review and evaluate it. Components: SEM. Grading: GRD. Typically Offered: Fall, Spring, & Summer.
TAL 710. Introduction to Research. 3 Credit Hours.
This graduate course focuses on diverse philosophies and epistemologies of research and the various methodologies that arise from them. Students will develop an understanding of and appreciation for a range of complementary educational research traditions. The goal is to enable students to participate meaningfully and critically in multiple discourse communities that employ and/or produce research bearing on substantive local, national, and international issues in education. Components: SEM. Grading: GRD. Typically Offered: Fall & Spring.
TAL 711. Video Analysis Methods. 3 Credit Hours.
Video-based data has become ubiquitous in educational research. This methods course is designed to facilitate learning how to use video-based research methods in educational research. Despite the growing interest in video-based approaches, we are still beginning to theorize about various points of view when collecting and analyzing video data. There are practical questions about collecting video data and a growing number of software programs to support data analysis. The goal of this course is to learn about video-based methods for data analysis by critically engaging with how others do video analysis and by doing it collectively in the classroom and individually in a final paper. Components: LEC. Grading: GRD. Typically Offered: Spring.
TAL 712. Applied Research and Development in the Learning SciencesSeminar 2. 1-3 Credit Hours.
Students build upon, (re)define, (re)conceptualize, (re)develop and (re)implement their group-based project from TAL709 by using the research methods employed in its evaluation. The advanced project and its results may be submitted as a digital artifact making use of multiple media in a single language (such as English, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese or Chinese) by a team where that language was used to implement the plan and where its use will facilitate the project's completion. Each individual member of the team submits a paper defining their unique contributions to the project in such a way that it is clear that the work built upon and drew from course work in the Learning Sciences. Individual contributions must be substantive and should be complementary. Projects must be approved by advisor before it is implemented; if a language other than English will be employed, it must also be approved by faculty who will review and evaluate it. Components: SEM. Grading: GRD. 
